Armstrong Spallumcheen Museum and Art Society

Ribbon Show – Judging Protocol

At the best of times judging artwork is a difficult task. This protocol aims to help judges make decisions based on the merits of specific criteria inherent to all artwork. 

These criteria are grounded in those aspects of the artwork which does not change with, for example, time, style, and artist to artist. They are originality, technique, composition, and presentation.

Each work of art will be seen through these criteria and each criterion will be assigned a score of 1 to 10. A score of 1 is very weak and a score of 10 is very strong.

Each criteria will them be added up for 1) each work and 2) each judge yielding a final tally identifying the placement of pieces in each category from strongest to weakest. This form of scoring will also allow each individual participant to receive information about where they scored or lost points. 

The top three in each category will receive a ribbon.

Criteria Defined

Originality (10 points): 

A work that is creative, novel, unique, and/or rare of appearance; this could be because of, for example, the medium and or technique used or the treatment of subject matter.

Technique (10 points): 

This relates to the mastery of the medium, materials, and tools used by the artist in creating their composition. 

Composition (10 points): 

This relates to the mastery of design principles and compositional elements used in creating the artwork. For example, how the different aspects of the work are brought together providing at the same time unity and diversity. Consideration should be given to design and compositional characteristics such as balance, proportion, rhythm, harmony, and movement as well as visual elements such as line, shape, colour, texture, value, form, and space. 

Presentation (10 points): 

This relates to how well the work is presented. For example, the finished product is gallery ready to be hung/displayed with artist information on the back of the artwork. If framed, the chosen frame does not distract or detract from the composition. The state of the frame and/or glass used is gallery ready.  
